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House attention goes to where the money is, reversing an Interior resolution of a dispute between

Indian tribes in favor of the tribes who have given the most money to the Democratic National

Committee.”  He then posed the following questions and asked for answers:

On or about July 14, 1995 was a telephone call made by Ickes or by someone on
his behalf to you or someone on your behalf on this issue?

If so, did Ickes or his delegate convey to you a message that the Interior
Department should not delay release of its decision to favor O’Connor’s client
tribes on this matter?

Paul Eckstein, the lobbyist for Indian tribes on the other side of the dispute, has
sworn in an affidavit that he met with you on July 14, 1995 and that you told
Eckstein that Ickes had called you and told you the decision in favor of Mr.
O’Connor’s client tribes had to be issued that day without delay?  Is this true?

I have never before been aware of such active involvement by high-level White
House staff on resolving disputes between competing Indian tribes.  Would you
please describe any other occasions during your tenure as Secretary of the Interior
when top-level White House staff have personally intervened in Interior
Department policy or administrative decisions directly affecting Indian tribes?

Likewise, I have never before been aware of such active involvement by high-
level officials of the Democratic National Committee to intercede with the White
House to broker a dispute between Indian tribes.  Would you please describe any
other occasions when Mr. Fowler or other high-level DNC officials have
personally intervened with the White House or the Interior Department on policy
or administrative decisions directly affecting Indian tribes?

In addition to his general concern that campaign contributions influenced a decision of

the Clinton Administration affecting Indians, McCain was specifically concerned that Babbitt

had told Eckstein that Ickes had called the Secretary and told him that the decision had to be

issued that day.  McCain later explained that he knew personally that Eckstein was a leading

Democrat in Arizona who was a highly regarded attorney.  Moreover, McCain understood

(correctly) that Ickes did not have any specific role in or responsibility for, administrative

decisions at Interior, particularly on Indian matters, and McCain was mindful that Ickes had a


